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New Data Tools for Supporting Analysis of 
Equitable Development and Environmental Justice

Webinar Learning Objectives
Introduce analytical tools that can 
give communities rich and accessible 
information for supporting local goals 
targeting environmental protection 
and equitable development in cities 
and regions:
• Track, measure, and make the 

case for inclusive growth.

• Understand the challenges and 
opportunities communities face in 
quantitative terms.  

• Screen for areas that require 
additional consideration, analysis, 
or outreach when developing 
programs and policies that may 
affect communities. 
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Presenters
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Shifting the 
Narrative

Image source: Neighborhood Centers, Inc.

Shifting the 
Narrative



The Face of America is 
Changing



Demographic transformation: 1980-2050
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Source: 1980-2010 decennial censuses; U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 National Population Projections. 
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Inequity Threatens 
Economic Prosperity

Image source: KCRW.

http://blogs.kcrw.com/dna/l-a-poverty-billboards-a-simple-and-direct-call-to-action


New research: Inequity threatens economic growth 

“As an economist, I worry that these 
inequities pose a serious threat to 
future economic growth... As people 
of color become a majority of the 
population, the failure to end their 
economic exclusion means a failure 
of the American economy.”

“IMF study finds inequality is 

damaging to economic growth”



Equity Is the 
Superior Growth 
Model



Racial inequities hinder economic prosperity

Sources: Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
and IPUMS.

San Francisco Bay Area: Actual GDP and Estimated GDP without Racial Gaps in 
Income, 2012
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Image source: KQED.

Tailoring 
the Frame 
to Regional 
Realities

http://blogs.kqed.org/climatewatch/2012/01/06/keeping-central-valley-crops-and-people-safe-from-floods-a-costly-proposition/bread-and-oil-californias-central-valley-2/


What is an equitable region?



Indicators framework

• Who lives in the region and how is this 
changing?

Demographics

• Can all residents participate in and 
contribute to economic vitality?

Economic Vitality

• Is the workforce prepared for the 21st 
century economy?Readiness

• Are residents connected to each other 
and the region’s assets and 
opportunities?

Connectedness



Equity profiles: Informing community dialogue & action

1) Minnesota
2) Rhode Island
3) Bay Area
4) Houston
5) Piedmont Triad, NC
6) Research Triangle, NC
7) Cape Fear, NC
8) Southeast Florida
9) Omaha
10) Kansas City
11) Fairfax County
12) Detroit













































Using the Frame & 
Data to Advance 
Equitable 
Development



Supporting advocacy:

California Boys and Men of Color Alliance



Monitoring change: 

Greater MSP Regional Indicators Dashboard



Powering data-driven journalism



Visit the National Equity Atlas at 
www.nationalequityatlas.org

Contact info:
Sarah Treuhaft: sarah@policylink.org
@streuhaft



New Data Tools for Supporting Analysis of 
Equitable Development and Environmental Justice

Questions and Answers

• Sarah Treuhaft, Director of Equitable Growth Initiatives
PolicyLink – sarah@policylink.org

- @streuhaft

• Kevin Olp, Acting Communications Director, Office of Environmental Justice
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – olp.kevin@epa.gov

- @EPAJustice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is now __________________.  

(START TO SWITCH CONTROL TO CHRISTINE)

We are about to start the question and answer segment.  Before we start, I want to remind the audience that the 2015 Equitable Development Workshop will be held January 29 in Baltimore, MD.  The location for the workshop is the Hilton Baltimore Hotel.  

You can learn more by going to the website www.newpartners.org.   We hope to see you next year.  
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