


What would 
my hours be?

Would my future 
be secure in a 
downtown?

Would I earn 
more money?

Would the 
work be 

challenging?



• Ralph Willmer, FAICP:  Principal 
Planner/MAPC; Boston, MA

• Jenifer Corey, Principal: Zoning 
Strategies; Phoenix, AZ

• R. Todd Ashby, AICP: Executive Director, 
DMAMPO; Des Moines, IA

• Michael Jelen: Vice President of Technical 
Services, AECOM; Arlington, VA

• Deana Rhodeside, Ph.D.: Rhodeside & 
Harwell;  Alexandria, VA
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R. Todd Ashby, AICP



R. Todd Ashby, AICP
• B.S. in Community & Regional Planning

• Master of Public Administration
• Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
• MSA Professional Services

• Private sector multi-disciplinary engineering firm

• Snyder & Associates
• Private sector multi-disciplinary engineering firm

• CH2M Hill
• Private sector multi-disciplinary engineering firm

• Mid-American Regional Council 
• Missouri Department of Transportation



What I Wish I Had Known

• Different approaches to business/projects
• Who is the customer
• Project Focus

• Administration
• Billable hours

• Workload similar 
• Public Process vs Private Expectations



Changing Sides

• Expect new systems, process, paperwork-all entities have 
their way of doing business

• Workload is similar in general, intensity may vary at times
• Keep up on certifications/professional development

• Stay current
• May lead to another opportunity

• Salary-Make sure you are weighing all the benefits and 
salary against each other.  Salary may be higher one way 
or the other, but benefits may not be the same…can make 
a big difference

• Do things you like to do
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Ralph Willmer:  RWillmer@mapc.org

Jenifer Corey:   jenifercorey@zoning-strategies.com

R. Todd Ashby:   tashby@dmampo.org

Michael Jelen:   Michael.Jelen@aecom.com

Deana Rhodeside:  deanar@rhodeside-harwell.com
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