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Changing tech in a changing 
field

● Big game hunting or tending the crops?
● Birds in the hand or birds in the bush?
● Small is beautiful?
● Talent, talent, talent

What tasks have a lot of technology resources? What 
tasks don’t?



What do 
Economic 

Developers do 
with 

technology?



1. Market Their 
Community

● Data rules
● You’re eliminated before you 

know they’re looking
● Visual uber alles
● Low tolerance for fuss



2. Do research
● Who should we market to?
● Should we pursue that project?
● Should we approve that project?
● How much incentive is it worth?



3. Manage their 
resources

● Who have we talked to?
● Who do we need to talk to?
● What are our existing businesses 

doing?
● How can we communicate with 

our community?
● How can we get them involved?



4. Help existing 
businesses do better

● Man, there’s a lot of them
● We’re really dependent on them
● Sometimes they don’t know what 

they’re doing
● How can we help them do better?



What is available today?



Caveats

● Not exhaustive
● No endorsements
● Products change
● Costs change
● Companies change



Place marketing 
platforms

● Vary in complexity 
● Vary in what they include
● Vary in how much they help you 

get set up and maintain 



Zoomprospector

5. Help existing businesses do better
5. Help existing 
businesses do 
better

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.greatlakesbaysites.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756733000&usg=AFQjCNF2GWCAqjPWJ7x3hKleFA0p8lkFBg


Atlas InSite

X

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://communitysys.com/Products/Geographic-Information-Systems.aspx&sa=D&ust=1476474756737000&usg=AFQjCNEl6SXUSCeMZIe1s6dyNEo48uvbXA
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://thinkrockingham.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756738000&usg=AFQjCNHX9_cmB77BAG3wNWFMF23G0iKJIg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://thinkrockingham.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756739000&usg=AFQjCNGDNuEdVbLEeIX1ZTpmvhfwkSO8ug


StateBook

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.statebook.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756743000&usg=AFQjCNHfs53RCNFOjD7Tjc6X4VxE6drsHw


OppSites

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://oppsites.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756748000&usg=AFQjCNGI9JsOqXhrepeB7NkGFhz2LiuGSQ


Research and 
Analysis tools

● Vary in complexity 
● Vary in what they include
● Vary in how much they help you 

get set up and maintain 



ESRI Business Analyst Online

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.esri.com/software/businessanalyst/get-started/saas&sa=D&ust=1476474756761000&usg=AFQjCNH7IthBRrihVLAx-wYw4MRCIkI58A


EMSI 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.economicmodeling.com/economic-development/&sa=D&ust=1476474756768000&usg=AFQjCNH_Bsl4c2hb_1RPSNMclONZ1irRAQ


Datamyne

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.datamyne.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756772000&usg=AFQjCNGO8XyoPDZ0TM-q06VAmXmkTKhoqg


Velociti

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.velociti.ocoglobal.com/%23/login&sa=D&ust=1476474756776000&usg=AFQjCNEaEF4136Fzk57U6hrb1_PuP5q0uA


InformAnalytics

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://informanalytics.org/&sa=D&ust=1476474756780000&usg=AFQjCNFlRyNmd3Qrxki9d6qxbEcelFESCw


Lociapp

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.lociapp.com/index.html&sa=D&ust=1476474756784000&usg=AFQjCNFstA-TRV96Z_bm9fWPfLtdpNk_dQ


Information 
Management 
Tools

● Not many specific to industry
● Often a bad fit
● Not designed for very small staff 

with lots of other responsibilities



Salesforce

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.salesforce.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756795000&usg=AFQjCNHor9z1NpvM2g9P81qAbdia7uCBWg


ProspectStream



IncuTrack

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://incutrack.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756804000&usg=AFQjCNFz-fXgjBWtBjuv5qdEJ8tphw-XBA


Helping 
businesses do 
better

● Not much 
● We need more!



SizeUp

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.sizeup.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756816000&usg=AFQjCNG4goWo6rLY2p84uFkQEHAUTtAssw


Virtual Business Advisor (Ann Arbor SPARK)

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.virtualbusinessadvisor.com/&sa=D&ust=1476474756821000&usg=AFQjCNE_uKdmiMqO7hrzGkIlNg-lNQQZKw


So how do we choose?



Get  very clear on your 
objectives

What do you need 
to achieve?

Who is your 
audience?

What are they like?



Test Drive Demos are fine, but 

Get a trial run

Have people like 
your potential users 
try it out



Read the fine print Every platform has 
different pros and 
cons

Every SaaS has 
different terms and 
conditions

Every business has 
different strengths 
and weaknesses



Learn about the 
business behind the 
tool

How stable are 
they?

How much 
customer support 
can they do? 

How frequently do 
they update their 
sources and 
algorithms?

How happy are 
other organizations 
with their work?
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