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• Write up 

nomination to get 
it listed on 
National Register 
of Historic Places

• Research 
cemetery and 
who is buried 
there

• Preserve James 
(Jim) Hill and Ida 
Revels Redmond 
Statues



JSU Campus in the early 1900’s





Pamela Junior’s 
relatives 
standing in front 
of Mt. Olive. 



• MS State 
Architecture 
Students

• 1999
• 268 burial sites









Results

• Mt. Olive 
has 1,461 
known 
burial sites, 
and there 
may be 
more.

268
18%

1,193 
82%

Burial Sites

identified sites

unidentified sites



420
28%

1,041
72%

Birthdates

known birth date

unknown birth date

Results

First burial
6/19/1807

Last burial

4/18/1997



241
16% 95

7%

1,125
77%

Infants & Children

1 year or younger

1-5 years old

5 and up

There are various 

causes of death 

for infants and 

children including 

cholera, measles, 

teething, and 

spotted 

fever. Many were 

stillbirths and/or 

no doctor was 

present when 

delivered. 



238
23%

202
20%

547
53%

29
3%

Color Classification/ Race

black

colored

negro

yellow

69.8% of the burials 

have a color 

classification

The classification of 
yellow was only used in 
the years 1911-
1912. Yellow refers to 
an individual who is a 
descendant of mixed 
heritage.
Black, Negro, and 
colored are 
interchangeably used 
depending on who is 
filling out the death 
certificate.

2 Classified as light.   



Occupations

554/1,461 had a listed occupation 
(38%). 

Approximately 77% of all African American women 
were listed as domestic laborers. Other occupations 
included, fieldhands, laundress, cook, seamstress, 
school teacher, midwife, and beauty consultant. 



The majority of African American men 
were common laborers, 13%. Other 
occupations included blacksmith, brick 
mason, chauffeur, cotton spotter, 
drayman (driver of a wagon pulled by 
horses), farmer, machinist, minister, 
physician, plaster, plumber, porter 
(carries objects for others), railroad 
laborer, waiter, and umbrella repairer. 

Occupations

Milton Chambliss, Business man and owner of the Chambliss Shoe 
Hospital



50%50%

Address

known address

no address listed

The 

Washington 

Addition 

neighborhood 

directly south 

of the 

cemetery, is 

referenced in 

1915 in one 

of the death 

certificates. 



1,148
79%

313
21%

Cause of Death

listed

not listed

Common reasons include 

cerebral hemorrhage, 

chronic nephritis, 

consumption, dropsy, heart 

trouble, influenza, 

pneumonia, malaria, 

measles, no doctor, 

pellagra, pulmonary 

tuberculosis, stillborn, 

teething, typhoid fever, and 

whooping cough. The first 

time the term “diabetes” 

was described as a cause of 

death was in 1914. 



42%

12%

46%

Place of Birth

Jackson

Hinds Cty

other



City of Jackson Historical population
Census Pop. %±

1850 1,881 —

1860 3,191 69.6%

1870 4,234 32.7%

1880 5,204 22.9%

1890 5,920 13.8%

1900 7,816 32.0%

1910 21,262 172.0%

1920 22,817 7.3%

1930 48,282 111.6%

1940 62,107 28.6%

U.S. Decennial Census[59]

2013 Estimate[60]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1850_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1860_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1870_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1880_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1890_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1900_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1910_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1930_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1940_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson,_Mississippi#cite_note-60
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson,_Mississippi#cite_note-2013_Pop_Estimate-61


Preservation Work
James (Jim) Hill

Born a Slave
Mother gave birth to him at 14

Elected Secretary of State, 1874-1878



Preservation Work
Ida Revels Redmond

Daughter of Hiram Revels, 1st AA United 
States Senator

Organized women’s self-improvement 
groups such as youth education and voter 

registration 
Wife of Dr. Sydney Dillion Redmond, 

lawyer and physician
Mother of Sydney Revels Redmond, 
NAACP Lawyer, son graduated from 

Harvard Law school.

















Maurice F. 
Lucas Sr., 
Grandmaster 
State of 
Mississippi
M.W. Stringer 
Grand Lodge 



Jim Hill 
High 
School







Main Entrance Gate
Please add Mt. Olive Name to entrance gate and a 

donors wall on entrance pillars.  



Way finding Sign
Entrance of cemetery

Add African American people to the model.  



Pathways through out the cemetery
Add a pathway to the statues



Birdseye view of the pathways



Restored Headstones
All headstones should be facing east



Memorial Wall
South of the Cemetery



Memorial Wall
South of the Cemetery



Memorial Wall
Bench seating

Place to put flowers



Memorial Wall
South of the Cemetery



Historic Cemetery
Mt. Olive

Where Freed Men and Women Rest
1807-1997



Conclusions

June 2017, Mt. Olive was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places

Published the research book

Preserved the two statues

Launched a Campaign for more preservation

Filming a Documentary



www.jsums.edu/mtolive

https://westjackson.files.wordp
ress.com/2017/11/mt-olive-
cemetary-book.pdf

https://westjackson.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/mt-olive-cemetary-book.pdf
https://westjackson.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/mt-olive-cemetary-book.pdf


Heather Wilcox

Director, Community Engagement

Jackson State University

Heather.a.Wilcox@jsums.edu

601-979-5828
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