
Homelessness in 
the Black 

Community

Home for the holidays, except when you have 
no place to call home.



Homelessness- The 
Big Picture

“Most minority groups in the United 
States experience homelessness at higher 
rates than Whites.”                                                                            

National Alliance to End Homelessness



Public Policies Contribute to 
Higher Percentages of Black 
Homelessness



Impact on the Black 
Community



Source:  St. John’s Lutheran Church



Black Homelessness 
(by the numbers)
• 40% of homeless population, 13% of the 

general population* 
• 6.5% of CA residents are Black, but represent 

approximately 40% of CA homeless 
population.  # 

• In Monterey County, CA, the percent of Blacks 
that are homeless is seven times higher than 
the County’s black population (3.5 % residents 
in County vs 25% of the county’s homeless 
population). +             

*  National Alliance to End Homelessness
#  U.S. Census Bureau
+  Cal Matters
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Except when you have no 
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Alison Korte
Associate Director, Capacity Building & Training

Friday, December 20, 2019



About LAHSA

• Lead agency in the Los Angeles Continuum of Care, which is the regional planning 

body that coordinates housing and services for homeless families and individuals 

in Los Angeles County. 

• LAHSA coordinates and manages over $300 million annually in federal, state, 

county, and city funds for programs that provide shelter, housing, and services to 

people experiencing homelessness.

• LA County Coordinated Entry System Administrator 



Impact of Homelessness in the Black Community
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Historical Perspective



Impacts



Strategies and Current Activities



Strategies and Current Activities

• Align planning efforts so that Black people can stay in their communities and are not 

displaced by prosperity and gentrification – rental protections

• Advocate for the return of first-time homebuyer incentive programs

• 67 recommendations, 7 types 

• Overarching

• Cross System Collaboration

• Data and research

• Policy and Advocacy

• Programs and services

• Funding

• Overarching



Closing Remarks

https://www.theycountwillyou.org/

https://www.theycountwillyou.org/


The Impact of 
Homelessness 
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Community
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Who We Are



Client Listing



Mobile County, AL
Population 413,955



Lessons Learned 
10- Year Plan to Eliminate Homelessness

§ People are homeless for a variety of reasons

§ Public Policies at the federal, state and local levels have aided in exacerbating Black homelessness

§ Eradicating homelessness requires multiple strategies

§ Homelessness is not “just an urban issue”

§ Resources beyond the federal level are required to combat homelessness

§ Homeless counts  are important to document persons and conditions/ Conduct interviews



Recommendations/ 
Strategies 

§ Multiple strategies are required- Comprehensive approach best 
serves homeless populations (Mental Health, Education, Job 
Resources, General Health Care, Housing/Shelter, Interviews 
and Follow Up)

§ Triage is important during intake to determine what services 
are needed

§ Consider including public safety personnel (Police, Fire, and 
Health Care) for Point in Time Count; Seek volunteers including 
family members to assist with count

§ Case management alone does not work.  Access to a network 
of service providers is a better approach.  Be sure not to 
duplicate services

§ Resources must be spread across regions  (No time for 
NIMBYism) and not just in communities of color

§ Homelessness is “localized”.  There must be a commitment at 
the local level to address the issue 
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