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AICP Exam 
Application Tips + Preparation

www.ohioplanning.org/aicpexam 

http://www.ohioplanning.org/aicpexam
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ONE PATH TO AICP

1. Register - $255
2. Test - $0
3. Apply - $255
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STEP 1: REGISTER

Cost: $255

Confirm that you:
• Will abide by AICP Code of Ethics
• Understand certification requirements
• Have read the AICP Certification Guide
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STEP 2: TEST

Cost: $0
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STEP 3: APPLY

Cost: $255

Use the Interactive Experience Calculator to determine how 
many years of professional experience you need and whether 

you meet the minimum requirement (education + experience). 

https://planning.org/certification/experience-calculator/
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STEP 3: APPLY 

Section 1: Education History 
Upload PDF/JPG of university transcript, photocopy of diploma 
or letter from school
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STEP 3: APPLY 

Section 2: Employment History
Enter professional planning employment information for each 
position needed to meet the experience requirements
• Employer
• Position title
• Dates of employment
• Full-time/Part-time
• Supervisor contact info
• Detailed summary of tasks/responsibilities 

Use the Planning Experience Worksheet to determine 
whether your experience qualifies. 

https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/document/d176a962-67a2-462d-a586-d632bc51f206Planning-Experience-Assessment-Worksheet_08302022.pdf
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STEP 3: APPLY 

Section 3: Planning Experience Assessment
Demonstrate your experience meets AICP definition of 
professional planning experience as specified over three criteria

Criterion 1: Demonstrate a professional level of responsibility and 
resourcefulness while applying a planning process 
appropriate to the project or situation

Criterion 2: Evaluate multiple impacts to a community when 
implementing professional planning tasks

Criterion 3: Influence public decision making in the public interest
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• Speak in first person - don’t speak to what “the team” did

• Refrain from bulleted lists and incomplete sentences

• Reviewers are required to base their decision on your 
responses.  Do not assume your application will be approved 
just because you have a lot of planning experience.

• Avoid “filler” information

• Only include completed project examples in your responses 
AND only from your verified experience.  

CRITERION SHORT ANSWERS - TIPS
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THE EXAM
Overview

• 800 questions in pool / 3 versions

• 170 test questions
• 150 are scored – 20 are screeners

• Two main test areas: 
• Knowledge (40%)
• Skill (60%)

• Exam is 4 hours:
• 15 minutes at the start to read directions 
• 3.5 hours to take the exam
• 15 minutes at the end to complete a survey
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• Official score provided immediately after 
completing the computerized exam (thank you!)

 
• Scores are reported on a scale of 25-75, with 

55 as the passing score (these are NOT 
percents but weighted numbers based on a 
“standardized scale”)

EXAM SCORING
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THE EXAM
Exam Content

• Research & Assessment Methods 
      19 Questions (11%)
• Fundamental Planning Knowledge

25 Questions (15%)
• Communication & Interaction

22 Questions (13%)
• Plan & Policy Development

25 Questions (15%)
• Plan Implementation

20 Questions (12%)

• Administration & Management
10 Questions (6%)

• Leadership
      10 Questions (6%)
• Areas of Practice
      20 Questions (12%)
• AICP Code of Ethics and 

Professional Conduct 
17 Questions (10%)
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EXAM PREPARATION
APA Resources

• APA Exam Prep Videos ***
• APA Exam Prep Selected Resources 

• Dauntingly long – use sparingly on topics you are unfamiliar with)

• APA Planning & Law Division Cases ***
• CPC Exam Prep History Timeline ***

• Timeline is dauntingly long – Important Planners & Planning Movements is good
• APA Policy Guides (free)
• APA PAS Reports (free)
• AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct ***
• CPC Study Manual: $15 ***
• Planning Magazine (free)
• JAPA/Zoning Practice: $40-$60

*** Must do

www.planning.org/certification/examprep

http://www.planning.org/certification/examprep
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EXAM PREPARATION
Other Resources

• Local Planning: Contemporary Principles and Practice: $125
• APA Planning and Urban Design Standards: $110
• Everyday Ethics for Practicing Planners: $35
• Planetizen AICP Exam Prep (All Online): $245-$720
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EXAM PREPARATION
Unofficial Resources > Beware!

• www.planningprep.com

• www.studystack.com 

• www.quizlet.com 

• www.flashcardmachine.com

http://www.planningprep.com/
http://www.studystack.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.flashcardmachine.com/
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EXAM PREPARATION
Unofficial Resources > Don’t Beware!

• Planning Webcast Series 
www.youtube.com/planningwebcast

• Ohio Chapter
   www.ohioplanning.org/aicpexam 

• Northern New England Chapter 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XLGIvqJQSI 

• Florida Chapter
    www.floridaplanning.org/treasurecoast/aicp_links.pdf

• Georgia Chapter
    georgiaplanning.org/aicp/aicp-exam-reviews 

http://www.youtube.com/planningwebcast
http://www.ohioplanning.org/aicpexam
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XLGIvqJQSI
http://www.floridaplanning.org/treasurecoast/aicp_links.pdf
http://georgiaplanning.org/aicp/aicp-exam-reviews/
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THE EXAM
Study Tips

• Review the content categories and determine your greatest 
weaknesses and start studying there

• Create a study plan – when, where, how often

• Read up on current trends

• Take sample tests (but be beware of tests you take)

• Study how YOU study best

• Get a study buddy 
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THE EXAM
Approaching a question
Typical public health topics not likely included in the comprehensive plan:

I. Aging

II. Active Transportation

III. Planned Parenthood

IV. Environmental Health

A. I and II

B. III 

C. I, II, and IV 

D. All of the above
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THE EXAM
Approaching a question
A community with an aging population is reconsidering its land use and 
housing policies to promote aging in place. Such considerations may 
include:

I. Promoting granny flats

II. Relaxing development standards for nursing homes

III. Improving transit services to residential neighborhoods

IV. Providing loans and grants for accessibility improvements at homes

A. I, IV

B. I, II, III

C. I, III, IV

D. All of the above
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THE EXAM
Approaching a question
The Washington, D.C. greater mall area is an example of:

I. City Beautiful

II. Garden Cities

III. City Functional

IV. City Efficient
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THE EXAM
Approaching a question
Strategies to help combat climate change by planners involve the 
following:

I. GHG Reduction

II. Increasing VMT

III. Adaptive Reuse

IV. Water Conservation 

A. II

B. I, III, IV

C. I, II, III

D. All of the above
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THE EXAM
Approaching a question
The Planning Director asks you to devise a plan to increase destination 
accessibility within the James Neighborhood. Your planning effort 
primarily involves principles of:

I. Sustainability

II. Connectivity

III. Complete Streets

IV. Comprehensive Planning 

A. II, III, IV

B. II, III

C. I, IV

D. All of the above
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QUESTIONS
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