	7:30 – 8:30
	Registration and Continental Breakfast 
	Lobby / Prefunction space

	8:30 – 9:30  
	Planning and AI – Ethical Implications [Ethics] 
  Todd Kinskey, FAICP and Greg Dale, FAICP
This session will be an interactive dialogue about the AICP Code of Ethics and how these principles apply to use of artificial intelligence. We will explore how planners are using AI and discuss potential ethical implications.

Planning to Age Well: Using Asset-Based Community Development to Build the Kenton County Aging Readiness Plan
   Andy Videkovich and Laura D. Allen, Ph.D
This session highlights the Kenton County Age Well Initiative, a one-year, asset-based community development process that informed a five-year, multisector Aging Readiness Plan. Rather than relying solely on needs-based data, the Initiative centered resident voices, existing community strengths, and cross-sector assets to guide long-range planning across housing, transportation, community life, and long-term care. Attendees will gain practical insight into how asset-based engagement can be adapted for county-wide planning efforts addressing population aging, housing affordability, and infrastructure readiness.

Story-Powered: Tailored Presentations that Drive Project Success and Defuse Angry Audiences
   Krysti Barnhill, APR and Marie Silver Keister, APR, AICP
Stop simply presenting data; start engaging your audience and managing expectations and objections. This session focuses on how engineers, government officials, and planners can use storytelling as a powerful tool to convey their message and proactively defuse conflict. Learn to analyze your audience, anticipate their key questions and potential pushback, and then craft narratives that thoughtfully address these points within your core message. The result? More persuasive presentations, fewer surprises, and a clearer path to stakeholder agreement and project success.

Fast, Flexible, and Visual — GIS-Centered Workflows for Planning Deliverables
   Abby Stainfield, AICP
Planners are increasingly asked to produce diverse deliverables—maps, dashboards, graphics, and engagement tools—often on tight timelines. This session demonstrates how GIS can serve as the backbone of an efficient workflow, integrating with ArcGIS Online, Adobe Creative Suite, and AutoCAD to move data and analysis smoothly between platforms. Attendees will learn practical strategies to streamline workflows, reduce rework, and adapt outputs for different audiences while maintaining data integrity and visual consistency.
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	9:30 – 9:45
	Break
	

	9:45 – 10:45
	Planning Commissioners' Training
   Steve Johns, Chris Schneider, AICP, and Katie Dyson
This session is tailored to the needs of both new and experienced members of planning commissions and boards of zoning appeals. This session covers topics such as reading site plans, meeting management, and board ethics through presentations and small-group work.

Addressing Lead in Historically Underserved Neighborhoods [Equity]
   Kevin Kappers, PE, Andrea Yang, AICP, and Bridget Patton
This session examines how Greater Cincinnati Water Works uses data-driven prioritization to ensure lead service line replacements reach the city's most vulnerable populations first. Topics will include development of the prioritization scoring system, how it is used today to plan efforts, and additional challenges and planning necessary.

Thinking Vertically in Planning
   Daniella Beltran, AICP, Kevin Wright, and Taylor Vogt
To help prevent the creation of a community plan that includes broad goals but lacks step-by-step directions, Yard & Company developed a "vertically comprehensive approach" to bridge the gap between vision and follow-through. This strategy focuses on a specific corridor or site to detail action-oriented tasks, thereby translating horizontal values—such as racial equity and affordability—into vertical tactics aligned with decisions to be made over the next 12, 24, and 36 months. The session will showcase replicable strategies using local project examples, including business district revitalization in Pleasant Ridge and St. Bernard, and a successful long-term implementation plan from St. Louis.

Applying LEED Regional Priority Credits to Site Plans [Sustainability]
  Tim Hawk, AICP, GISP, LEED and Taylor Collins
This session will examine the role of Regional Priority Credits in the US Green Buildings Council’s LEED scorecard and how to use them to influence site plans, reducing the life cycle cost of new construction. We will explore an example of a US military project in White Sands, New Mexico and discuss how the plan may have changed if it had occurred in Cincinnati or Northern Kentucky.
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	10:45 – 11:00
	Break
	

	11:00 – noon
	Expand Your Toolkit: Design Thinking for Inclusive Planning
  Kayla Barbour and Tara Johnson-Noem
Empathize. Define. Ideate. Prototype. Test. Design Thinking isn't just a linear series of steps, but a cyclical human-centered methodology that prioritizes growth through creative problem identification and inclusive implementation. Join us for a brief workshop where you’ll learn the foundations of the Design Thinking process while exploring issues relevant to local Housing Policy.

Advocating For Affordable Housing Development When the Room Is Stacked Against It [Equity]
 Sam Perry, AICP, Jessica Greene, Emily Lubbers, and Jonathan Wolcher, AICP
National and state policy leaders are establishing funding programs and land use policies to address the nationwide housing crisis. However, the local jurisdiction’s planning and zoning policy-making is often where neighborhood battles for new affordable housing are lost. Engage with an experienced panel to learn how to raise your level of advocacy a notch higher while staying within appropriate legal and professional boundaries. 

The Indiana Road to Zero Academy: A Training Workshop model for Safer Streets
   Marjorie Hennessy, AICP, LEED, Andrea Watts, and Ashlyn Devine
The Indiana Road to Zero Academy (IRTZA) seeks to equip community leaders, advocates, and professionals with tools to advance traffic safety initiatives with the goal of eliminating roadway fatalities. It will showcase the philosophies and approach to developing the workshop, including materials, content, structure, workshop design, and evaluation. Workshops seek to advance the Safe System approach to prioritize roadway safety and strengthen multimodal transportation systems.


Solutions to Grant Inequities in Urban Revitalization Nonprofits
   Simon Donkoh and Greg Robinson
This session examines persistent funding inequities and capacity barriers facing emerging nonprofits in housing and neighborhood revitalization, highlighting the self-reinforcing cycle that limits their access to grants and project opportunities. The presentation shares practical strategies used by smaller organizations to overcome these challenges, including equitable partnerships, improved grant alignment, and capacity-building approaches. Participants will gain actionable tools to break the grant cycle, strengthen nonprofit capacity, and advance more inclusive, community-driven revitalization efforts.

The Road to AICP - Process, Preparation and Passing
   Christine Dersi-Davis, AICP and Eric Anderson, AICP
Taking the AICP (American Institute of Certified Planners) exam is the first step to become a certified planner. To qualify, one must be a current APA National member, pass an examination, and submit an online application meeting certain education and experience criteria. This session will cover the basics of the AICP application process, offer tips to help you prepare for the AICP examination, and we’ll discuss how to maintain your credential after becoming certified. AICP’s will also offer their experiences prepping for and taking the exam.
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	Noon – 1:30
	Lunch and Keynote Presentation
Built to Connect: How Trails Drive Development, Partnership, and Place
Keynote Speaker: Mark Jeffreys, City of Cincinnati Councilmember
Keynote panel: Pete Metz, Wade Johnston, AICP, and Melissa Taylor
Improving walkability and multi-modal access has become a focus in planning and development, not only within our region's urban communities, but across all types. Trails and pathways connect people to neighbors, jobs, recreation, and a wide variety of destinations. Our region has been making progress worthy of reflection and discussion on why community members in a wide variety of roles should be involved in trail building, how to do it, and the types of benefits that can result.

	Cincinnatus Ballroom


	1:30 – 1:45
	Break
	

	1:45 – 2:45
	Lessons Learned: Wisdom from Seasoned Planners
Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Eric Anderson, AICP, and Greg Dale, FAICP
Join a discussion of seasoned planning professionals who will share candid insights gained through decades of practice. Through their years of experience, they’ve seen a lot and learned a lot. Learn how the planning profession has changed over the years and hear them speak frankly about challenges they experienced throughout their career and lessons they learned along the way.

Planning for Health: Where Do We Stand?
  Milo Simpson and Martin Kim, AICP
As part of the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission’s PLAN4Health – Miami Valley Initiative, staff wanted to answer the question; are communities in our region promoting and advocating for health in all plans and policies? And if not, how can they? An audit of local planning documents and subsequent survey sent to local planners, revealed the answer to that question.



Planning for the Digital Age: Broadband, Data Centers, and Community Capacity
  Taylor Stuckert, AICP, Meghan Sandfoss, AICP, and Peter Voderberg
Join the State Broadband Directors of Ohio and Kentucky for a regional analysis of digital infrastructure growth, ranging from high-speed internet deployment to the rising demand for data centers. This panel explores how communities can move beyond reactive regulation by proactively preparing for the digital age with traditional approaches to planning as well as the non-traditional, such as the utilization of service fellowships to build capacity and drive proactive public engagement. Attendees will leave with strategies to effectively balance local land-use protections with the necessity of modern digital connectivity.

A Slippery Slope: Working Together to Protect Sensitive Areas  [Sustainability]
   Andy Videkovich, AICP, Eric Russo, Nicole Clements, and Kayla Barbour
A Slippery Slope: Working Together to Protect Sensitive Areas is an environmental planning-focused session on coordinating watershed protection, hillside safety, and land use policy to promote resilient community growth and the conservation of natural areas.

Mini-Sessions:  
Creating Safe Routes to School: Partnering with State Agencies to Provide Local Mini-Grants 
  Ashlyn Devine
This session will focus on how a statewide nonprofit organization utilizes public health funding to support active transportation and the built environment through a statewide Safe Routes to School program funding through the Indiana Department of Health. It will highlight the role of mini-grants to support local community efforts to increase the number of students walking, biking, and rolling to school and around their communities. Grantee success stories from both rural and urban contexts will be shared.

Reframing Aspirations for Walkable, Equitable Communities: Lessons from the United States and Comparative Insights from Sub-Saharan Africa
   Simon Donkoh
This session examines contrasting urban aspirations in the United States and Sub-Saharan Africa, where walkability, density, and transit are celebrated as sustainability goals in U.S. cities but often perceived as indicators of poverty in many African contexts. The session reframes these planning principles as cultural aspirations that shape how people imagine a “good life,” rather than as purely technical solutions.
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	2:45 – 3:00
	Break
	

	3:00 – 4:00
	Experience Mill Creek: Bolstering Trail-Oriented Development for All
Daniella Beltran, AICP, Wade Johnston, AICP, and Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP
A Cincinnati coalition is guiding development around a new urban trail through historically disinvested neighborhoods. The Experience Mill Creek campaign focuses on inclusive growth, addressing challenges like planning fatigue, multi-committee collaboration, community ambassador involvement, and quick-build activations for long-term implementation.


Ohio Land Use Law Update  [Law]
   Sean Suder and Andy Meyer, AICP
An update of Ohio cases regarding land use and zoning with a focus on southwest Ohio.

Real Life Infill Housing Examples - Tales from an Accidental Developer
   Chris Chiodini, AICP
This presentation will provide easy-to-follow methods to quickly identify areas for infill residential activation in your community, regardless of population size, politics or current housing situation. The ideas, thoughts, concepts and projects shared are through the direct experience of an "accidental developer" who also happens to be an AICP.

So you want to be a transit planner? Metro shares what it takes
   Steve Anderson, AICP and Mark Samaan
Have you ever wondered how transit routes are planned and designed? What is the difference between span, frequency and headways? When will Bus Rapid Transit come to Cincinnati? Do you want to know how transit can be better integrated into your community? If you've ever asked these questions, this session is for you.
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	4:00 – 5:30 
	Happy Hour
	Prefunction space



